2                   THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANBHt

Asked to express his opinion on the general political situation in India,
Mahatma Gandhi said:

I am certainly not a pessimist, but I do not see much sign
of hope. I shall begin to hope when we meet with demonstrable
success in our internal programme, . , * meaning thereby the
unity of all races in India> the removal of untouchability and the
development of spinning and the use of khaddar.

As a declared "friend of the British'*, Mr. Gandhi regretted that he was
unable to see a change of heart on their part.

Europeans may well co-operate on the internal as well as
on the external side, and I invite them, as I have always invi-
ted them, to examine the programme in both its aspects. As
regards the external side, if they are satisfied that we mean what
we say, that we have absolutely no desire, even if we could, to
drive out the English, or to end the British connection they should
make common cause with us.

Touching on the question of non-co-operation, Mr. Gandhi said:

The programme of non-co-operation, so far as the nation is
concerned, is suspended, but so far as I am personally concerned, it
is not suspended, although the individual suspension had little mean-
ing in it today* I never was a Council-goer, but I suppose at
the present moment with me it is a virtue of necessity, because
my late imprisonment debars my entry into the Councils* I had
long suspended my practice, but the Society of the Inner
Temple has removed the last vestige of temptation from me,1

What, therefore, remains of non-co-operation in me is, as
Mr, Das2 would put it, a matter of "mental attitude". But it is an
attitude that I personally prize because, claiming as I do, to
be a friend of the British, I want to tell them that I see no trace
yet of any real change of heart,

I am a born co-operator, but non-co-operation with me be-
came a necessity; but I am waiting for the opportunity when
I can declare that I will again become a hearty co-operator,

Refemng to the problem of Hindu-Muslim unity, Mr- Gandhi said;

My travels have shown me that both communities are filled
with mutual distrust and fear, but I have not a shadow of doubt

1 By striking his name off the rolls; vide VoL XXIII, Appendix IV.

^Chitta Ranjan Das (18704925); eminent lawyer and Congress leader;
orator and author; President, Indian National Congress, 1922; founded the
Swaraj Party in 1923